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Re:  Exits for Educational and Day-Care Occupancies  
 
In new educational occupancies, NFPA 101 requires “not less than two separate exits” on every story that are 
also accessible from every part of every story and mezzanine.  Similarly, the same conditions are prescribed for 
new day-care occupancies.  In conjunction, this office recognizes that the level of safety is substantially increased 
when occupants actually exit the building to outdoor areas providing safe access to public way.   
 
NFPA 101 permits common paths of travel in new educational and new day-care occupancies of 75’, except in 
buildings protected throughout by approved, supervised automatic sprinkler systems, whereby the common path 
of travel is permitted to be 100’.   
 
SCENARIO 
A typical arrangement complying with NFPA 101 permits a room in a new non-sprinklered day-care occupancy to 
be large enough that the corridor can be reached within 75’, provided the room is NOT a sleeping room whereas 
the maximum limit is 50’.  At that point, access is required to at least two remotely located exits and travel to the 
nearest exit is required within another 75’.  In all cases, the maximum travel distance permitted to reach the 
nearest building exit in a new day-care occupancy is 150’ and two separate exits are required on every story.   
 
This office considers that an occupied room with one door opening directly to the outside which can be reached 
within the common path of travel permitted for the specific occupancy is a substantially safer condition than the 
aforementioned scenario, particularly if two distinct paths of travel are provided outside to the public way.   
 
This document represents an interpretation and the official policy of this office that a single exit shall be permitted 
at educational and day-care occupancies under the following conditions: 
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For educational occupancies, the requirement to provide not less than two exits on every story shall not apply 
under the following conditions: 

1. The room or space served by the single exit shall not exceed 1000 square feet in area and shall not have 
an occupant load greater than 50 persons.   

2. The exit door shall open directly to the outside or to an acceptable exterior way of exit access.   
3. Common path of travel shall not exceed the limitations prescribed for new educational occupancies.  

Other exit access requirements prescribed for new educational occupancies shall remain applicable.   
 
For day-care occupancies, the requirement to provide not less than two exits on every story shall not apply under 
the following conditions: 

1. The room or space served by the single exit shall not have an occupant load greater than 50 persons.   
2. The exit door shall open directly to the outside or to an acceptable exterior way of exit access.   
3. Common path of travel shall not exceed the limitations prescribed for new day-care occupancies.  Other 

exit access requirements prescribed for new day-care occupancies shall remain applicable.   
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