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A. UNLOCKING (EMERGENCY RELEASE) shall be accomplished by all of the following: 

1. Loss of power to any part of the system that controls locks or the emergency 
releasing mechanisms; and 

2. Activation of the fire alarm system; and 
3. Remote release at approved, constantly attended location(s) within the smoke 

compartment containing specialized care locking arrangements.  Furnish a 
floor plan showing the location of required exits, all locked doors (existing and 
new), nurses’ station(s), control station(s) and remote release location(s).  

-The remote control functions must be identified at the remote release 
location(s) with permanent legible signage and responsible staff must 
be trained on system control and emergency operations,  
-Total (complete) automatic smoke detection installed in accordance 
with NFPA 72 throughout all occupiable areas within the locked area is 
permitted to release the locks in lieu of remote release; and 

4. A means of manual mechanical unlocking must be provided at each door that 
is not in direct view of the remote release location. Doors must be keyed alike 
and be provided in accordance with ONE of the following conditions;  

- The key must be carried by the staff responsible for patient evacuation 
whenever the locking system is operational and in use, or  

- The key must be firmly affixed at the locked door location, so that it 
cannot be readily removed AND visual inspection shall be performed and 
recorded by the responsible nursing staff at appropriate periodic time intervals 
to insure that the key is in place and has not been removed, or  

- The key must be placed in a container equipped such that an audible 
alarm is provided at the locked door location, that can be heard or otherwise 
indicated at the remote release location, when opened for key removal/use, or  

- The key must be placed in a glass container that must be broken for 
emergency access. 

NOTE:  Keypads, card readers, and other electrical devices are not acceptable as means of mechanically 
unlocking doors during emergency conditions.   
 

B. “AUTOMATIC” RE-LOCKING, after remote release shall be PROHIBITED.  A specific 
separate human action dedicated for re-locking doors is required and shall be 
permitted to occur at the remote control location or at each locked door location.  Re-
locking shall be a distinctly separate action/operation and shall NOT be part of, or 
associated with, the releasing operation.   

 
C. Document the “RESPONSIBLE STAFF RATIO” for the occupants of the locked area. The 

ratio shall satisfy state and federal certification guidelines. Please note that ONLY staff 
personnel assigned to the locked area and responsible for evacuating occupants shall 
be considered acceptable in regard to this ratio documentation. 

 
D. Provide the REASON for installing specialized security measures. Adequately describe 

the clinical or special needs of the patients requiring specialized security measures. 
 
The locking system shall not be energized until a satisfactory inspection is performed. An inspection may 
be requested through our secure online system. 
 


